
Why Your Cow Is Struggling to Conceive

Description

Understanding the Hidden Causes Behind Delayed Conception

Reproductive challenges in cows can be frustrating, especially when everything seems normal at first
glance. If your cow has been served but keeps coming back on heatâ??or isnâ??t getting pregnant at
allâ??there may be more going on than meets the eye. Letâ??s explore some common (yet often
overlooked) reasons your cow might be struggling to conceive:

1. Poor Body Condition

Cows that are too thin or too fat may experience hormonal imbalances. A cow needs just the right body
condition score (BCS) to ovulate normally and sustain a pregnancy.

What to do:
Ensure sheâ??s on a balanced diet rich in energy, protein, and minerals. Use dairy meal and mineral
supplements to support her conditionâ??especially during the dry season or post-calving recovery.

2. Silent or Weak Heat Signs

Sometimes a cow may not show clear signs of heat, making it easy to miss the right time for service.
This is often due to stress, poor nutrition, or underlying reproductive issues.

What to do:
Observe cows at least twice a day for heat signsâ??early morning and late evening. You can also use
heat detection aids like tail paint or mount detectors.

3. Uterine Infections (Metritis or Endometritis)
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After calving, a cowâ??s uterus needs to clean out properly. If not, bacteria can thrive and cause
infections that affect fertility.

What to do:
Watch for abnormal discharge, bad odor, or delayed return to heat. A vet can help with diagnosis and
treatmentâ??often with antibiotics or uterine flushing.

4. Poor Timing of Insemination

Even with a healthy cow, if insemination doesnâ??t happen at the right time, fertilization may fail. The
egg is only viable for a few hours.

What to do:
Inseminate 12â??18 hours after first signs of standing heat. Work closely with an experienced AI
technician.

5. Mineral Deficiencies

Lack of key minerals like phosphorus, selenium, and copper can affect hormone production, heat
expression, and embryo survival.

What to do:
Add mineral blocks or powdered supplements to their daily feed. Talk to your agrovet about fertility-
specific supplements.

6. Bull Issues (for Natural Service)

If youâ??re using a bull, he could be the reasonâ??not the cow. Low libido, poor sperm quality, or STIs
like trichomoniasis can cause low conception rates.

What to do:
Get the bull checked by a vet, especially if multiple cows arenâ??t conceiving after being served by the
same bull.

7. Heat Stress or Disease

High temperatures, mastitis, foot rot, or other illnesses can reduce fertility. Stress reduces appetite,
hormone levels, and immune strengthâ??all critical for reproduction.

What to do:
Provide shade, clean water, and treat any illnesses early. A healthy cow is a fertile cow.

Consider Using a Fertility Support Product
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Products like Fertility+Â® are specially formulated to address reproductive challenges and improve
conception outcomes in dairy cows:

Fertility+Â® addresses reproductive challenges, including delayed and silent heat, dystocia
(difficult labor), and retained afterbirth.
It guarantees improved fertility and conception rates in heifers.

Ask your agrovet for more details or a recommendation based on your cowâ??s condition.
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