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Teat Warts in Dairy Cows: Causes, Treatment, and Prevention

Description

Introduction

Teat warts, also known as bovine papillomatosis, are a commaon issue in dairy cows. These wart-like
growths can cause discomfort during milking and may lead to secondary infections if not managed
properly. This article will explore the causes, symptoms, treatment options, and preventive measures
for teat warts in dairy cattle.
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What Are Teat Warts?
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Teat warts are benign growths that appear on the teats of dairy cows due to an infection with the
bovine papillomavirus (BPV). These warts can vary in size and texture, often forming rough, raised,
or cauliflower-like lesions. While teat warts are generally not life-threatening, they can interfere with
milking, cause discomfort, and lead to secondary bacterial infections if not managed properly.

Causes of Teat Warts

Teat warts are caused by the bovine papillomavirus (BPV), which spreads through direct contact with
infected cows, contaminated milking equipment, or unclean hands. Factors that can contribute to the
development of teat warts include:

Poor milking hygiene 4?? Contaminated hands or milking equipment can introduce the virus.
Skin trauma &?? Small cuts or abrasions on the teats increase susceptibility to infection.
Weakened immunity a?? Cows with poor nutrition or stress are more prone to infections.

Hot water exposure a?? Using excessively warm water for washing can damage the skin barrier.

Symptoms of Teat Warts

Teat warts appear as:

e Rough, raised, or cauliflower-like lesions on the teats.

e Small to large wart clusters that may spread over time.

¢ Mild to severe discomfort during milking.

e Possible secondary bacterial infections if warts become damaged or ulcerated.

Treatment and Management of Teat Warts

Although teat warts may resolve on their own, treatment can help manage the condition and reduce
discomfort. Some effective treatment options include:

1. Improving Milking Hygiene

¢ Always clean and disinfect hands before milking.
¢ Use sanitized milking equipment to prevent cross-contamination.
o Apply a teat disinfectant spray or dip after each milking session.

3. Boosting the Cowa??s Immunity

e Ensure a balanced diet rich in essential vitamins, especially Vitamin A and E.

e Provide proper mineral supplementation to maintain skin health.

¢ Reduce stress levels by maintaining a clean and comfortable environment for the cows.

e Enhance udder health and facilitate quick recovery with Dairyverse products like TranzPro
a??scientifically formulated to support dairy productivity and animal well-being.

4. Veterinary Intervention
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¢ In severe cases, a veterinarian may recommend cryotherapy (freezing the warts) or surgical
removal.

e Some farms use autogenous vaccines, which are made from the cowa??s own warts to help
build immunity.

Prevention Strategies

Preventing teat warts is crucial to maintaining a healthy herd. The following steps can help reduce the
risk:

Regularly clean and disinfect milking areas and equipment.

Use disposable gloves when milking infected cows to prevent the spread of the virus.
Isolate new cows before introducing them to the herd to prevent infections.

Avoid excessive hot water use on teats, as it may weaken the skin barrier.
Regularly inspect cows for early signs of warts to begin treatment promptly.

Conclusion

Teat warts in dairy cows, while common, can be-effectively managed with proper hygiene, topical
treatments, and immune support. By implementing preventive measures and seeking veterinary care
when necessary, farmers can minimize the impact of bovine papillomatosis and ensure the well-being
of their dairy cows. If a cow shows persistent or worsening symptoms, consulting a veterinarian is
highly recommended.
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