
Dairymeal Making: A Guide to Nutritious and Cost-Effective Feed for Dairy Cows

Description

Introduction

Dairy farming requires careful attention to animal nutrition to ensure high milk production and overall
herd health. Dairymeal, a formulated livestock feed, plays a crucial role in providing essential nutrients
to dairy cows. Making your own dairy meal can be cost-effective and allow for quality control, ensuring
that your cows get the best nutrition.

Importance of Dairymeal in Dairy Farming

Dairymeal is a high-energy and protein-rich feed that supplements roughages like hay, silage, and fresh
fodder. It helps in:

Enhancing milk yield and quality
Improving animal health and reproductive efficiency
Reducing feeding costs compared to commercial feeds
Providing a balanced nutrient intake

Key Ingredients for Dairymeal

A well-balanced dairy meal contains carbohydrates, proteins, fats, vitamins, and minerals. Here are the
main ingredients:

1. Energy Sources

Maize germ
Wheat bran
Pollard
Molasses (for palatability and energy boost)
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2. Protein Sources

Sunflower cake
Cottonseed cake
Soya meal
Cotton cake
Lucerne

3. Minerals and Vitamins

Di-calcium phosphate (DCP) or bone meal (for calcium and phosphorus)
Cattle salt (for sodium)
Premixes (vitamins and trace minerals)

4. Fats and Oils

Vegetable oils (enhances energy levels)

Dairymeal Formulation

Ingredient Quantity (kg)
Maize germ 30

Wheat bran 7.5

Pollard 5

Sunflower cake 10

Soya Roasted 5

Cotton cake 5

Brown lime & DCP 3 (1.5 Kg each)

Cattle salt 2

Yeast Powder 3
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Steps in Dairymeal Production

1. Sourcing Ingredients: Ensure high-quality raw materials free from contaminants.
2. Weighing and Mixing: Measure each ingredient accurately and mix thoroughly.
3. Storage: Store in a dry, well-ventilated area to prevent mold growth.
4. Feeding: Introduce gradually to avoid digestive upsets.

Feeding Guidelines

High-yielding cows require 2-3 kg of dairy meal per day per 5 liters of milk produced.
Always provide clean water and roughages alongside dairy meal.
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Conclusion

Making dairy meal at home is an excellent way for dairy farmers to control feed quality while reducing
costs. By using the right ingredients and formulation techniques, farmers can boost milk production and
ensure the well-being of their dairy herd.
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